
  

  Project Area C: Communications

  

Education requires communication: teachers communicate education to individuals willing to learn, or to
persons predestined for education on social or religious grounds. In pre-modern times, this took place in
institutions with different degrees of organization (like families, open communities, schools or literary
traditions) and was carried out by a wide variety of agents, teachers as well as students. How men and
women participated in acquiring and communicating religious education is of special interest. This also
raises the question of what religious education or the acquisition of religious knowledge was aiming at.
The observation of educational processes in society and religion prompted contemporary reflections on
pedagogy that might have also been adapted later.

  
  C 01 Enlightened Men – Superstitious Women? Religion, Education and Stereotypes of Gender in
Classical Athens  

Ancient History
Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Tanja S. Scheer
Research Fellow: Dr. Irene Salvo, Marte Zepernick, Dr. Balbina Bäbler

Enlightened Men – Superstitious Women? Religion, Education and Stereotypes of Gender in
Classical Athens

The project investigates the intermediaries, processes of mediation and recipients of religious
education in classical Athens (5th/4th century B.C.), paying particular attention to gender issues. It
examines male and female agents, places and social contexts of religious education in a polytheistic
culture. The question of “right” and “wrong” (possibly even criminalized) forms and contents of
religious education for men and women brings to the fore the fundamental relationship between
education and religion in Ancient Greece as well as their importance for the functioning of the
Greek polis.
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  C 02 The Ancients in Mind: Religious and Antiquarian Transfer of Knowledge in the Educational
Compendia of the Second Century CE  

Classical Philology
Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Ulrike Egelhaaf-Gaiser
Research Fellow: Christian Neumann, Ann-Katrin Krause

The Ancients in Mind: Religious and Antiquarian Transfer of Knowledge in the Educational
Compendia of the Second Century CE

Starting from an exemplary analysis of three educational miscellanies from the second century
A.D. (Plutarch, Quaestiones Romanae et Graecae; Gellius, Noctes Atticae; Athenaeus,
Deipnosophistae), the project focuses on aspects of religion as addressed and discussed in the
overall context of each of these works. Taking into account the didactic intentions these compendia
pursue, the communicative strategies they employ and the imagined spatial and situational settings
they introduce, the project focuses in particular on the marked antiquarian interest, with which
these works draw on `the cultural heritage of ancient religion´ throughout.
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Texte von der Spätantike bis zum Klassischen Islam, Tübingen, 117-141.
Egelhaaf-Gaiser, U. (2016), "Giving the Gift of Eternity, or: the Medium is the Message
in Statius' Silvae 3.3", Religion in the Roman Empire 2, 38-71.
Neumann, Ch. (in print), Besondere Zeiten, besondere Regeln. Festzeit als Sonderzeit in
Plutarchs Quaestiones Graecae und Romanae, in: I. Gerlach / G. Lindström / K. Sporn
(eds.), Menschen – Kulturen –Traditionen. Studien aus den Forschungsclustern des
Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts, Sanktuar und Ritual II, Heilige Plätze im
archäologischen Befund, Berlin.
Neumann, Ch. (in print), Vom Beleg zur Selbstreferenz – Die Funktion der
(Wieder-)Erzählung von Tarquiniusund den sibyllinischen Büchern, in: T. Glückhardt / S.
Kleinschmidt / V. Spohn (eds.), Renarrativierung in der Vormoderne. Funktionen-
Transformationen-Rezeption, Baden-Baden.

  
  C 04 Communication of Education in Late Antique Christianity: Teachers’ Roles in Parish,
Family and Ascetical Community  

Church History
Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Peter Gemeinhardt
Research Fellows: Maria Munkholt Christensen Ph.d., Olga Lorgeoux (associated), Nicolas Anders,
Lina Hantel

Communication of Education in Late Antique Christianity: Teachers’ Roles in Parish, Family and
Ascetical Community

The sub-project focuses on Christian teachers (male and female) in Late Antiquity in different
contexts: the catechumenate (bishops and catechetical teachers), the family (particularly women)
and the eremitic movement (teachers with charismatic instead of formal authorization). The shape
of teachers’ roles will be investigated as well as their interaction and possible conflicts between
ecclesiastical and – so to speak – independent communicators of religious education. Finally, the
limits of human agency in communicating the faith will be dealt with.
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Church History, Religious Education
Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Peter Gemeinhardt, Prof. Dr. Bernd Schröder
Research Fellows: Christoph Brunhorn (geb. Birkner), Elisabeth Hohensee, Olga Lorgeoux
(associated), Lena Moritz
The Christian Catechumenate from Late Antiquity to Early Medieval Times and Its Reception in
Modern Pedagogics of Religion

The sub-project which will be jointly carried out by scholars of Church History and Pedagogics of
Religion intends a) to collect and interpret patristic and early medieval sources for the so-called
catechumenate (concentrating upon the 4th to 7th centuries) and b) to investigate the reception of
the ancient catechumenate in Catechetics and Religious Education in the 19th and 20th centuries. It
focuses thus a) on the development of the catechumenate in terms of an educational process and its
importance for theology and congregational practice in patristic times and b) on the modes of
reception and the impact of historical knowledge of the catechumenate in modern religious
educational thought.
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Jewish Studies
Research Fellow: Dr. Elisabetta Abate

Emotions in the Mishnah
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  associated: Educational Practices in Rabbinic Literature  

Jewish Studies
Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Marc Hirshman, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, The Melton
Centre for Jewish Education

Educational Practices in Rabbinic Literature
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